
History was made at Royal Ascot on 
the 18th June when Yeats claimed an 
unprecedented fourth victory in the Gold 
Cup. Aidan O’Brien’s king of the stayers 
set alight the five-day meeting with a 
characteristic demonstration of stamina 
and style. Congratulations to Aidan 
O’Brien and to winning connections, 
owners Mrs John Magnier & Mrs David 
Nagle and Jockey J.P. Murtagh. “Yeats” 
is fed on Gain Horse Feeds. 

Mastercraftsman pipped Delegator to 
give Aidan O’Brien his sixth victory in 
the St James’s Palace Stakes at Royal 
Ascot. The favourite had to work hard 
to follow up his Irish 2000 Guineas 
success but he did so in game fashion 
by a neck from Brian Meehan’s runner. 
Congratulations to Aidan O’Brien and 
to winning connections, owners Derrick 
Smith, Mrs John Magnier and Michael 
Tabor and Jockey J.P. Murtagh.

Congratulations to David Wachman 
and “Again”, winners of The 
Boylesports.com Irish 1,000 Guineas 
(Group 1) at the Curragh on Sunday 
24th May 2009. Congratulations also 
go to winning connections, owners 
Michael Tabor and Mrs John Magnier 
and Jockey J.P. Murtagh. “Again” is 
fed on Gain Horse Feeds.

Rockwell College claimed the team 
title at the GAIN sponsored, 19th All 
Ireland Inter-Schools Show Jumping 
Championships in Enniscorthy . 
Chairman of the organising committee, 
John Jude Doyle commented: “It was 
a great competition, with 38 teams 
taking part”. Every rider involved did 
their utmost to honour the school they 
represented and the victorious team 
of Lauren Duggan (Portoe Paddy), 
Sorcha Sweeney (Asprail), Robert 
O’Donnell (Lassban Romann Star) 
and Ethan Aherne (Groovy Two) had 
impressively provided the only clear 
in a time of 70.18seconds. Kilkenny 
College finished second on just four 
faults in a time of 70.43 seconds and 

St Mary’s CBS Mullingar took third 
spot also on four faults in a time of 
73.13 seconds.

Pictured above is Shane Cooke of 
Gain Horse Feeds at the prize giving 
of the winning team.

Team Championship Results: 
1st Place:
Rockwell College, Co. Tipperary. 
Chef d’Equipe: Dermot Brislane.
	 a) 	Lauren Duggan - Portoe Paddy
	 b)	Sorcha Sweeney - Asprail
	 c)	Robert O’Donnell - Lassban
		  Romann Star
	 d)	Ethane Aherne - Groovy Two

Following on from the exciting Gain 
Mares point to point race series, 
Gain were delighted to be prominent 
sponsors, once again, of the annual 
Point to Point awards. The 30th Annual 
Point to Point Awards were held in 
Whites Hotel, Wexford on the 13th 
June.

The 2008-09 season will be a year 
which will be reflected on for many 
years to come; 2 riders passed the 500th 
career winner mark (J T McNamara 
and Derek O’Connor), one rider rode 
his 200th winner (M J O’Connor), 
one rider rode his 100th winner (R O 
Harding), one rider rode 100 winners in 
the season and the same man became 
the 4th rider ever to ride 6 winners in 
one day, (Derek O’Connor). In all there 
were 14 awards which were given to 
13 different winners, only one title 
was divided and 8 award winners were 
collecting for the first time.

The winners of the Gain sponsored 
awards were as follows:
Gain Ladies Champion 2008-09 
Elizabeth Lalor and Jennifer Pugh
Gain Novice Champion 2008-09 
Barry O’Neill
Gain Senior Champion 2008-09 
John Thomas McNamara
Gain Northern Champion 2008-09 
Derek O’Connor
Gain Eastern Champion 2008-09 
Jamie Codd
Gain Western Champion 2008-09 
Derek O’Connor
Gain Southern Champion 2008-09 
Michael J. O’Connor

Ken Whelan and Niall Hannity of 
Gain Horse Feeds were present on the 
night to present the awards to all the 
winners. Pictured below are Ken and 
Niall making a presentation to Derek 
O’Connor.

CIAN O’CONNOR - At just 29 years 
of age is at the pinnacle of his career, 
having competed on over 70 Irish 
Nations’ Cup teams. Cian has jumped 
at two European Championships, a 
World Championships and an Olympic 
Games. 

“The Alltech World Equestrian 
Games in Kentucky in 2010 is a goal 
I have set for myself some time ago. 
Presently I have two horses capable of 
jumping at that level:

1) Rancorrado is an 11 year-old 
gelding owned by Aileen Bryan. 
He has competed on the Irish teams 
at Hickstead, Dublin, Calgary and 
Barcelona in 2008 and in 2009 
competed on the team at Aachen. My 
main goal for him this year is to jump 
on the Aga Khan team in Dublin and 
be a member of the Irish team at the 
European championships in Windsor 
at the end of August, which is a vital  
stepping stone towards Kentucky.

2) Complete is a 12 year-old gelding 
who is owned by Stephen O’Connor. 
He has competed on the Irish teams at 
St. Gallen and Poznan in 2007 and in 
2009 jumped clear at the Nations’ Cup 
in La Baule.Won a major class at the 
CSI5* in Madrid in 2009.

Every year I set myself a goal 
and work backwards from that event.  
Attention to detail and micro-managing 
each and every aspect of the build-up 
I have found to be key to my success. 
There are many contributing factors 
to a peak performance at a major 

championship. First of all the health 
and soundness of the horse, the diet, 
the training programme, the shoes, the 
fitness, the mental happiness of the 

animal and then the final preparation. A 
major factor in my view is the diet. I’m 
happy to say I’ve been using Gain Feed 
for the past12 years and would attribute 

my horses’ condition and stamina to 
the quality and consistency of Gain 
Feeds.”

“I am fortunate enough to have two 
horses hopefully in contention for the 
Alltech World Equestrian Games in 
2010, they are Lorgaine and Chekov.”

Lorgaine is a 14 year old Irish 
Sport horse by Ballinvella and his most 
experienced ride having achieved some 
great results over the past few years 
some of these being, 3rd CCI***-
OG Punchestown 2004 5th CCI*** 
Punchestown 2007 4th CCI**** Pau 
2007 And has represented Ireland at 
five Championships.

2003 Europeans
2004 Athens Olympics
2005 Europeans

2006 World Equestrian Games Aachen
2008 Beijing Olympics.
His plans between now and WEG 

next year would be to run in the Pau 
CCI**** in October this year and 
Badminton CCI**** next spring.

 His second horse Chekov is a 
nine year old Irish Sport Horse by 
Don Juan de la Bouviere and is  far 
less experienced than Lorgaine but 
seems set to replace him as his next 
Olympic horse for London. Meanwhile 
his preparation for WEG contention 
will consist of, Blenheim CIC*** 
September this year Boekelo CCI*** 
October this year and Badminton 

CCI**** next spring.
 “All our results to date have been 

greatly helped by the fact that we 
have a world class feed provider in 

Gain Horse Feed and we look forward 
to our continuing Partnership up to 
and beyond the 2010 Altech World 
Equestrian Games.”
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